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IN THE CLAIMS: 

The text of all pending claims, (including withdrawn claims) is set forth below. Cancelled 
and not entered claims are indicated with claim number and status only. The claims as listed 
below show added text with underlining and deleted text with str i k e through . The status of each 
claim is indicated with one of (original), (currently amended), (cancelled), (withdrawn), (new), 
(previously presented), or (not entered). 

1 . (currently amended) A profit sharing method used for designing a product having a 
plurality of elements modifiable to adapt to fashion trends, the method being executed by a 
server computer and comprising: 

providing participants with a questionnaire including a plurality of questions, each 
question concerning an element of the product, asking each participant to select one option from 
a plurality of options for the element of the product in each question; 

retrieving answers to the questionnaire including pieces of answer information each 
specifying the one option for each question selected by a participant from the plurality of options 
corresponding to the element in each question; 

specifying one adopted option from the plurality of options of each question of the 
questionnaire corresponding to the element, based on the retrieved pieces of answer 
information; 

determining a final design of the product in which each element is as specified in the 
corresponding one adopted option , the one adopted option being determined independently of 
any other adopted option : 

assigning predetermined points corresponding to a weight value of the element for each 
guestion to each participant for e ach qu e st i on i f th e part i c i pant w ho has selected the 
corresponding one adopted option from the plurality of options of the question; and 

determining an individual return value which should be given to the participant m 
accordanc e w i th proportional to a sum of the predetermined points assigned to the participant 
relative to a total number of points assigned to the participants, from a sales achievement of the 
product made according to the final design, the sales achievement being tallied up between a 
start of selling date and a predetermined date^ 

wh e r ei n th e on e adopt e d opt i on i s sp e c i f i ed ind e p e ndent l y of a resu l t of a spec i f i cat i on of 
any oth e r ele ment; 

wh e r ei n, for e ach r e sp e ct i v e ele m e nt, a ll of th e part i c i pants who havo so l oct e d the 
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adopt e d opt i on on th e qu e st i onnair e ar e sp e c i f i od and r e sp e ctiv el y g i ven points corr e spond i ng 
to a w ei ght va l u e wh i ch i s pr e d e t e rmin e d for th e e l omont; 

wh e r e in an amount of an i nc e nt i v e to b e d i str i but e d to th e part i c i pants i s e xtract e d from a 
sal e s prof i t of th e f i na l d e s i gn of th e product; and 

wh e r e in th e i nc e nt i v e to b e d i str i but e d to each part i c i pant i s proportiona l to a sum of the 
po i nts g i v e n to th e r e sp e ct i v e part i c i pant r el at i v e to a tota l numb e r of po i nts g i v e n to th e 
part i c i pants . 

2. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein in the specifying of 
the adopted option, the one adopted option is determined as being an option selected by most 
participants, 

3. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein 

each piece of answer information specifies, as to a plurality of elements, options which 
characterize the product, respectively. 

4. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein 

in the determining of the individual return value, the individual return value is obtained by 
multiplying the predetermined points assigned to the participant by a unit return value calculated 
by dividing a total return value equivalent to an amount of money that should be returned to the 
participants by a total of the points assigned to the respective participants. 

5. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1 , further comprising 
transmitting a piece of selection information indicating the one adopted option corresponding to 
the element of a question of the questionnaire to a client computer of the participant that is 
connected to said server computer. 

6. (previously presented) The method according to claim 1, further comprising creating 
image data of the product characterized by at least one adopted option. 

7. (previously presented) A profit sharing method executed by a client computer 
connectable to a server computer, the method comprising: 

receiving a questionnaire including a plurality of questions, each question being directed 
to an element characterizing a commercial article; 
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obtaining pieces of answer information each specifying at least one option selected by a 
participant from options corresponding to each question; and 

sending the obtained pieces of answer information to the server computer to determine 
said server computer to execute: 

specifying one adopted option corresponding to the element, based on the pieces 
of answer information received from the client compute r the one adopted option being 
determined independently of any other adopted option and determining a final design of 
the commercial article according to the one adopted option for each of the plurality of 
questions of the questionnaire, 

assigning predetermined points corresponding to a weight value of the element t o 
a -each participant who selected said one adopted option as the at least one option, and 

determining individual return values that should be respectively given to 
participants in accordance with the predetermined points assigned to the participants^ 
each participant receiving the individual proportional value proportional to a sum of the 
predetermined points assigned to the respective participant relative to a total number of 
points given to the participants, from a sales achievement of the product made according 
to the final design, the sales achievement being tallied up between a start of selling date 
and a predetermined date: 

wh e r ei n th e on e adopt e d opt i on i o spoo i f i od i nd e p e ndont l y of a rosu l t of a spoc i f i cat i on of 
any oth e r ele m e nt; 

wh e r ei n, for e ach r e sp e ct i v e ele m e nt, a ll of th e part i c i pants who hav e s e l e ctod tho 
adopted opt i on on th e qu e stionna i r e are sp e c i f ie d and r e sp e ct i v e ly g i v e n po i nts corrocpond i ng 
to a w ei ght va l u e which is prodot e rm i nod for th e olomont; 

wh e r ei n an amount of an inc e nt i vo to b e d i str i buted to th e part i c i pants is oxtract e d from a 
sa le s prof i t of th e f i na l d e s i gn of th e product; and 

wh e r ei n tho inc e nt i ve to b e d i stribut e d to oach part i c i pant i s proportiona l to a sum of tho 
po i nts g i v e n to tho resp e ct i vo part i c i pant r el at i v e to a tota l numb e r of points g i v e n to tho 
partic i pants . 

8. (previously presented) A computer readable medium containing a profit sharing 
program comprising: 

a module making a server computer to issue a questionnaire including a plurality of 
questions, each question being directed to an element characterizing a commercial article, and 
having a plurality of options as possible answers to the question; 
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a module making the server computer to acquire pieces of answer information, each 
piece of information specifying at least an option selected for a question by a participant; 

a module making the server computer to select for each question one adopted option 
corresponding to the element, based on the acquired pieces of answer information , the one 
adopted option being specified independently anv other adopted option, and to determine a final 
design of the commercial article according to the adopted option for each element; 

a module making the server computer to assign for each question predetermined points 
corresponding to a weight value of the element for each question to a -each participant who 
selected the adopted option; and 

a module making the server computer to determine individual return values that should 
be respectively given to participants from a sales achievement of the product made according to 
the final design, the sales achievement being tallied up between a start of selling date and a 
predetermined date, i n accordanc e w i th th e prodotorm i n e d po i nts ass i gn e d to th e pnrt i n i pnntr , 
the individual return value given to a participant being proportional to a sum of the points of the 
respective participant relative to a total number of points given to the participantST 

wh e r ei n th e on e adopted opt i on is sp e c i f ie d i nd e p e nd e nt l y of a r e su l t of a sp e c i f i cat i on of 
a ny oth e r e l e m e nt; 

wh e r e in, for e ach r e spoct i v e ele m e nt, a ll of th e part i c i pants who hav e se l octod tho 
adopt e d opt i on on th e qu e st i onna i r e ar e sp e c i f ie d and rosp e ct i vo l y g i v e n po i nts corr e spond i ng 
to a w ei ght va l u e which i s pr e d e t e rm i n e d for tho o l omont; 

wh e r ei n an amount of an i nc e nt i v e to b e d i stribut e d to th e partic i pants is extract e d from a 
sa le s profit of th e fina l d e s i gn of th e product; and 

wh e r ei n th e inc e nt i v e to b e d i stribut e d to each participant i s proportiona l to a sum of tho 
po i nts g i v e n to th e r e sp e ct i v e part i c i pant re l at i ve to a tota l numb e r of po i nts giv e n to tho 
part i c i pants . 

9-12. (cancelled). 

1 3. (new) A profit sharing method for determining a design of a product having a 
plurality of elements, based on preferred embodiments of each element of the product input by 
participants using multiple choice questions via to network connected terminals, comprising: 

determining a final design of the product in which each element is executed according to 
an embodiment selected by most participants; and 

manufacturing the product according to the final design and rewarding each participant 
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from a sales achievement of the product made according to the final design, proportionally to a 
sum of predetermined points received by each participant if the participant's preferred 
embodiment for the element is the embodiment selected by most participants for the element, 
wherein the sales achievement is tallied up between a start of selling date and a predetermined 
date. 
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